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Building Community Cohesion in Cumbria

Consultation Document
What is Building Community Cohesion in Cumbria?

Community Cohesion is a rapidly developing theme in public policy. With clear links to equality, inclusion and the stronger communities agenda, Community Cohesion can mean many things to many people. 
The Building Community Cohesion in Cumbria framework sets out:

· What Community Cohesion means in Cumbria.

· The benefits of addressing Community Cohesion.

· A method for mapping Community Cohesion.  

What happens next?
From April 2010 a number of projects will begin across Cumbria that are designed to promote Community Cohesion. 
Monitoring the Framework
The Framework will be monitored by the Safer and Stronger Thematic Partnership who will:
· Monitor progress on projects in targeted communities or locations.

· Identify areas of unmet need. 

· Authorise any countywide activity to promote Community Cohesion
Steps to getting the Framework in place

The table below outlines the project timeline for developing the framework:
	
	2009
	2010

	
	Sept
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar

	Preparing the framework
	Consultation
	Meet County Community Cohesion Framework Working Group to agree a final version of the Framework
	Safer and Stronger Communities Thematic Partnership to agree the framework

	Developing the analysis
	Carry out Community Cohesion analysis to identify potential priority wards
	
	Share findings with local Elected Members, service providers and community organisations  to agree projects to address Community Cohesion


This consultation questionnaire is aimed at internal and external stakeholders to feed into the final Framework that will go to the Safer and Stronger Thematic Partnership. The Framework will be:
· Annually refreshed with an updated action plan. 

· A living document that will reflect learning from projects that have been developed to build Community Cohesion.
The questionnaire below identifies key questions we would like feedback on, though we welcome any feedback.

Question 1: What are your views on the Department for Communities and Local Government’s definition of a cohesive community? Do think this applies to Cumbria?:

 

Feel free to write as much as you like:

	


Question 2: Do you feel that this definition fits your perception of Community Cohesion issues in Cumbria?
Feel free to write as much as you like:

	


Question 3:  Does the document meet your expectations of what public sector organisations should be doing to promote Community Cohesion?

Feel free to write as much as you like:

	


Question 4: What do you hope can be achieved in building Community Cohesion in the next three years ?

Feel free to write as much as you like:

	


Question 5: Do you have any advice on the layout and content of Building Community Cohesion in Cumbria that has not been covered above?

Feel free to write as much as you like:

	


Please return your feedback form by 23rd November latest by email to: Joel.rasbash@cumbriacc.gov.uk
If you would like to discuss this initiative  please contact:

Joel Rasbash
Equality and Cohesion Manager
Organisational Development Directorate
Cumbria County Council
The Courts,  Carlisle, CA8 3NA 
 

Blackberry: joel.rasbash@cumbriacc.gov.uk
 

Mobile:07825103565 
Or Lorrainne Smyth
Community Programmes and Performance Manager
Community Unit
Safer and Stronger Directorate
Cumbria County Council
County Offices, LA9 4RQ
01539 - 713435
Email: Lorrainne.smyth@cumbriacc.gov.uk
 

 

The Department for Communities and Local Government have published a definition of a cohesive community which is based on three foundations:


People from different backgrounds having similar life opportunities.


People knowing their rights and responsibilities.


 People trusting one another and trusting local institutions to act fairly.
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